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       Ο κατάλογος αφορά σε αεροσκάφη τύπου Vickers Wellington που απωλέσθηκαν στην Ελληνική επικράτεια. 

       Η περισυλλογή των στοιχείων βασίστηκε στα ΑΒ serials και σε αρκετές πληροφορίες από το διαδύκτιο και την 

βιβλιογραφία που αναφέρεται πιο κάτω.  

       Επίσης όπου ήταν δυνατόν οι πληροφορίες διασταυρώθηκαν με τις καταρρίψεις που φέρονται να έκαναν οι Γερμανοί 

πιλότοι, τα ονόματα των οποίων καθώς και οι μοίρες που ανήκαν, μαζί με κάποια ακόμη στοιχεία καταγράφηκαν στον 

κατάλογο. 

       Σε καμμία περίπτωση δεν είναι πλήρης και κάθε νέα πληροφορία που θα προκύπτει θα προστίθεται σε αυτόν. 

       Οπωσδήποτε κάποια λάθη είναι αναπόφευκτα και ευελπιστούμε σε υποδείξεις και στοιχεία από τον αναγνώστη 

προκειμένου να εντοπιστούν και να διορθωθούν.  

       Τα στοιχεία από τα Air Britain serials και κάποια από το διαδύκτιο  παραμένουν σε Αγγλική γλώσσα ενώ 

συμπληρωματικά στοιχεία, όπου κρίθηκε σκόπιμο, μπορεί να αποδίδονται και στα Ελληνικά. 

 
Συνοπτικά οι απώλειες αφορούν σε αεροσκάφη των μοιρών: 

RAF: 37Sqn. 38Sqn. 70Sqn. 104Sqn. 108Sqn. 142Sqn. 148Sqn. 162Sqn. 221Sqn. 

RHAF: 13Sqn. 

 

Vickers Wellington variants (Marks) that are mentioned on the catalogue 

 

Mk I 

The Wellington Mk I was the version serving with Bomber Command at the outbreak of war in 1939. It was powered by 

two 1,050 hp Pegasus XVIII engines. Defensive armament was powered by three Vickers turrets, each with two .303in 

machine guns, one at the front, one at the rear, and one retractable ventral turret. The Vickers turret was not a 

great success, and had a limited arc of fire. 

 

Mk IC 

The Mk IC was the second most numerous version of the Wellington (after the Mk X) – a total of 2,685 were built 

between 1940 and 1942. It was very similar to the Mk IA, but with one significant change. The retractable ventral 
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turret was removed, and replaced by two machine guns firing from the side windows. At first the Vickers “K” guns 

were used, located just in front of the wings, but the majority of the Mk ICs carried a pair of belt-fed Browning 

.303in machine guns carried further back down the fuselage. Yet another advantage of the geodesic construction of 

the Wellington was the ease with which extra windows could be added to the aircraft just by removing part of the 

fabric covering of the aircraft. The MK IC also had improved hydraulics and electrical systems. Production of the Mk 

IC continued into the autumn of 1942. The Mk IC was the first version of the Wellington to be equipped with Lorenz 

blind landing equipment (although it was later added to some Mk IAs). The Mk IC entered squadron service in April 

1940. By this time day bombing had been abandoned and night bombing was the norm.  

 

Mk II 

The Mk II was first proposed in January 1938 as part of a long term plan to use more powerful engines in the 

Wellington. The Mk II would use the Rolls Royce Merlin X engine, the Mk III the even more powerful Hercules engines. 

Neither of these engines were available in 1938, so the increase in fuselage size, improved Frazer-Nash turrets, 

side guns and improved electrical and hydraulic systems designed for the Mk II were introduced in the Mk IA and IC. 

The Merlin engine was ready for testing by 1939. The first Wellington Mk II prototype flew on 3 March 1939. The new 

engines provided 1,145 hp, an increase of 100 hp over the Pegasus engine, but were much heavier – the weight of the 

Mk II increased by 4,500 lbs when compared to the otherwise similar Mk IC. The Mk II was faster and had a higher 

service ceiling, but the bomb load and maximum range were both reduced. The Mk II entered service at the end of 

1940. Ironically, the Mk II was produced in much smaller numbers than the interim Mk IC. A total of 401 Mk IIs were 

built. 

The reduced maximum bomb load was still high enough to all the Wellington Mk II to be used to test the new 4,000 lb 

“Blockbuster” bomb that was replaced the small ineffective bombs then in use. This new bomb required a series of 

changes to be made to the bomb bay, including the removal of a central structure that had divided the bomb bay in 

two, and the removal of part of the bomb bay doors. The 4,000 lb was first used against Emden on 1 April 1941, and 

was soon adopted by all of Bomber Command. It was the first of a series of increasingly large bombs that would end 

with Barnes Wallis’s own “Grand Slam” bombs, carried by the Avro Lancaster. 

 

Mk X 

The Mk X was the last version of the Wellington to be designed as a strategic bomber. It was similar to the Mk III, 

but used the Hercules VI or XVI engine, providing 1,675 hp. The weight of the fuselage was reduced by the use of new 

light alloys in place of the steel used in earlier versions. The Mk X had a longer range than the Mk III, but a 

smaller bomb load, although at 4,000lbs this was still enough to carry the “blockbuster” bomb. The Mk X had a very 

short career as a front line bomber with Bomber Command in Britain – it first entered service in late 1942, equipped 

twelve squadrons by March 1943, and had been entirely replaced by the new four engined heavies by the end of 1943. 

It remained in use as a bomber in Italy and the Far East throughout 1944. In all 3,803 Mk Xs were produced, and some 



 

remained in use until the 1950s. The Mk X flew its last Bomber Command mission in October 1943, at the time as the 

Mk III. 

 

Mk XI 

While the Mk X was the last version of the Wellington developed for Bomber Command, Coastal Command continued to 

develop the aircraft. The Mk XI was a torpedo bomber developed from the Mk X. It carried the Type 454 ASW Mk II 

Radar, but was otherwise similar to the Mk X. 180 GR Mk XI Wellingtons were built. The Mk XI appeared during 1943. 

 

Mk XIII 

The Mk XIII and Mk XIV were the ultimate maritime versions of the Wellington. Both used the 1,735 hp Hercules XVII 

engine, and were produced in similar numbers (844 Mk XIIIs and 841 Mk XIVs). The Mk XIII was a torpedo bomber. It 

used the ASV Mk II radar, and retained its forward turret. 

 

 

 
Aκρωνύμια – Συντομογραφίες 

   
AA Anti-Aircraft 

A/C Aircraft 

AGS Air Gunnery School 

Bf-109 or Me-109 German Aircraft type 

Messerschmitt  

Bf-110 or ME-110 German Aircraft type 

Messerschmitt 

c/n construction number 

DBR Damaged Beyond Repair 

DFC Distinguished Flying Cross 

DFM Distinguished Flying Medal 

FAA Fleet Air Arm 

Flt Flight 

F/L Flight Lieutenant 

F/O Flight Officer  

F/Sgt. Flight Sergeant 

FTR Failed to Return 

FTU Ferry Training Unit 

Fw. Feldwebel  

JG Jagdeschwader  

JU.88 German Aircraft type Junkers 

Ju88 

KIA Killed In Action 

LAC Leading Aircraftman 

LG Landing Ground 

Ltn Leutnant 

ME Middle East 

MECCU Middle East Central Gunnery 

School 

MIA Missing In Action 

Mk Mark 

NAS Naval Air Squadron 

OADU Overseas Aircraft Delivery Unit 

Oblt Oberleutnant 

Ofw or Obfw Oberfeldwebel 

ORB Operations Record Book 

OTU Operational Training Unit 

P/O Pilot Officer 

POW Prisoner of War 

PR Photographic Reconnaissance 

 

PRU Photographic Reconnaissance Unit 

RAAF Royal Australian Air Force 

RAF Royal Air Force  

RAFVR Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

RDF Radio Direction Finding 

RHAF Royal Hellenic Air Force 

RNZAF Royal New Zealand Air Force 

RTB Return to base 

SAAF South African Air Force 

Sgt. Sergeant  

S/Ldr. Squadron Leader 

SOC Struck off Charge 

Sqn Squadron  

u/c Undercarriage 

Uffz Unteroffizier 

u/s Unserviceable 

W/Cdr. Wing Commander 

Wg Wing 

W/O Warrant Officer 

ZG Zerstorergeschwader 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        

       Wellington Mk IA (N2887) of the CGS (Central Gunnery School) based at Sutton Bridge flying south-east of Chatteris, 24 Jun 1943. 



 

LAST UPDATE 19/11/2014 

 

Sorted by date 

 

A/A Date Serial/Code Type/Mark History/Crew/Remarks 

1941 

1 21/02/41 
T2607 

LF-P 

Wellington 

Mk. IC 

37Sqn. U/c collapsed on takeoff from water-logged airfield, 

Paramythia. 

 

The undercarriage collapsed on takeoff from a waterlogged airfield 

at Paramythia, Greece, when returning to Menidi after a 

Supply dropping mission to Balli and Korovode. 

 

Crew: 

Sgt. Reginald Thomas Spiller RAFVR 700243 Later: 174584MiD (Pilot) 

Sgt. John Mathieson Milne RAFVR 754417 (Pilot) 

Sgt. McIntyre 

Sgt. Redfern 

Sgt. Bevan 

P/O William James Kitchingham Gladwell RAFVR 82741 DFC (Rear 

Gunner) 

2 07/03/41 R3239 
Wellington  

Mk.IC 

37Sqn, 75Sqn, 37Sqn. Engine cut in circuit; lost height and crash 

landed, Kephissia, near Athens, not repaired before evacuation. 

 

Crew: 

P/O D.L. Thomas (Pilot)KIA 

Sgt. H. H. D. Cox KIA 

Sgt. J. W. Bolton RNZAF KIA 

Rest crew members and fate unknown. 

3 01/05/41 ? 
Wellington  

Mk.? 

115Sqn, 38Sqn. SoC in ME; reason not known; may have been 

abandoned in Greece. 

 23/05/41 L7866/R 
Wellington  

Mk.IC 

37Sqn. Crashlanded in Heraklion on return from Scarpanto. 

DBF.29/05/41 

 

Took off 23:00 from Shallufa to bomb Maleme aerodrome, which had 



 

been captured by German forces. High fuel consumption forced the 

crew to turn back to Crete and land at Heraklion, which was still 

in RAF hands. Shortly after, while refueling, L7866 was destroyed 

by strafing Bf110's. The crew, unable to be evacuated from Crete 

later became POW's. 

 

Crew: 

Sgt. W.R. Faulkner 

Sgt. W.W. Oakley 

Sgt. H. Wheelan 

Sgt. E.N. Webb 

Sgt. S. Dawson 

Sgt. H.G.W. Watkins RNZAF. 

4 28/09/41 T2729 
Wellington  

Mk.IC 
148Sqn, 108Sqn. Missing Rhodos. 

5 29/10/41 Z8330/S 
Wellington  

Mk.II 

15OUT, 148Sqn. Missing Crete. Candia. 

 

Took off Kabrit to attack shipping off Candia and Suda Bay but 

failed to return. 

 

Crew: 

Sgt. T. Taranto RAAF KIA. 

P/O. Douglas Murray Elliott RCAF (J/5080) KIA 

Sgt. D. H. Warner KIA 

Sgt. J. I. Bramwell KIA 

Sgt. S. C. Ray KIA 

Sgt. D. F. Conley KIA 

6 31/10/41 Z8368/W 
Wellington  

Mk.II 

15OUT, 148Sqn. Missing Crete. Candia. 

Took off Kabrit, briefed as Z8330. Aircraft failed to return. On 

26 November news was received that F/O. Canton was being sheltered 

by Cretans, but he was eventually captured by the German occupying 

force. The dead are commemorated on the Alamein Memorial. 

 

Crew. 

F/O. Norman Edward Canton. M.B.E., D.F.C. (42587) POW. 

Sgt. D. H. Townshend KIA 

Sgt. W. D. Black KIA 

Sgt. S. N. Bailes KIA 

Sgt. H. Brown KIA 

Sgt. R. R. Rutland KIA 



 

 

Flight (Lieutenant Canton was captured in the sea near Crete in 

October, 1941. Whilst at Stalag Luft III in September, 1942, he 

made his first attempt to escape by cutting the wire- surrounding 

the camp. He and a companion made their way south on foot and by 

train but were recaptured seven days later by S.S. troops. In 

June, 1943, Flight Lieutenant Canton joined a delousing party and 

managed to break way when outside the camp. He boarded a train 

going north but was recognised by a German doctor and recaptured. 

During his imprisonment he was a member of the Escape Committee 

and did valuable work in connection with tunnelling operations and 

other escape activities. 

1942 

1 20/01/42 W5584 
Wellington  

Mk.II 

OADF, 15OUT, 148Sqn. Missing Salamis. 

Took off at night on 19 January 1942 to bomb Salamis, Greece, and 

failed to return. Shot down and crashed into the sea 2 miles south 

of Eleusis. 

 

Crew: 

S/Ldr. M. E. Abbott RAF DFC (Pilot) 

Sgt. I. T. James RAF (Pilot) 

F/O W. J. Carroll RAAF 400237 (Observer) 

Sgt. John Albert Sellars RAFVR 1000577 Age 24 (Wireless 

Operator/Air Gunner) 

Sgt. H. F. McGrath RCAF (Wireless Operator/Air Gunner) 

P/O J. B. Scarb (Air Gunner) 

All KIA. 

2 07/03/42 Z8905 
Wellington  

Mk.II 

OADF, 15OUT, 162Sqn. Missing from Radio Intelligence mission to 

Rhodos. 

Ditched near Rhodos. 

 

Crew: 

Sgt. Melvyn Knowles (Pilot) POW 

Sgt. K. Westbrook POW 

Rest crew unknown. All crew POWs. 

3 21/03/42 Z8510 
Wellington  

Mk.II 

15OUT, 104Sqn. Missing Eleusis. 

Crashed into sea S of Evia Island, Greece, on a raid to Eleusis, 

Greece. 



 

 

Crew: 

P/O Francis Newton Pope RAFVR 100069 Age 25 (Pilot) 

P/O James Carrey Boyers RAFVR 68751 

Sgt. Allan Dussard Walker RAFVR 1256126 Age 32 

Sgt. Edward Francis Welfare RAFVR 929531 

Sgt. Oswald Herbert Leggett RAFVR 906073  

Sgt. Walter Bramley Cattrall RAFVR 1188710 

All KIA. 

4 28/03/42 AD596 
Wellington  

Mk.IC 

15OTU, 38Sqn. Missing Patras, Greece. 

 

Crew: 

Sgt. J. Offen POW 

Rest crew members and fate unknown. 

5 30/03/42 Z8433 
Wellington  

Mk.II 
15OUT, 104Sqn. Missing Eleusis. 

6 20/05/42 AD626 
Wellington  

Mk.IC 

15OTU, 37Sqn. Missing Heraklion, Greece. 

Took off on 19 May at 23:10 and lost without trace on operation to 

Heraklion aerodrome. 

 

Crew: 

P/O Arthur Douglas John SALT J/6285,RCAF 

P/O Robert Deane FLITTON J/6378, RCAF 

P/O William Asher HAYWORTH J/7019, RCAF 

F/Sgt. Arthur Henry WINTERS R/65225, RCAF 

F/Sgt. Ronald William HOOD R/78179, RCAF 

Sgt. Edward Albert SAMUEL 1383065, RAFVR 

7 11/06/42 BB842 
Wellington  

Mk.IC 

15OTU, 108Sqn. Hit by flak, Kasteli; engine cut and ditched S of 

Crete, 

8 26/07/42 HF844/O 
Wellington 

Mk.IC 
1443Flt, 108Sqn. Missing Heraklion. 

9 23/11/42 X9693/U 
Wellington  

Mk.IC 

OADF, 15OUT, 38Sqn, 37Sqn. Missing Kasteli airfield, Crete. 

 

Took off 19:35 – 20:06 hrs Adu Sueir to attack the airfield at 

Kastelli Pediada and shot down over the target crashing in the 

north part of the dispersal area. 

 

Crew: 

F/O Edmond David FLEISHMAN (Pilot) J/10829 AFM RCAF  



 

W/O Lawrence Edgar MATHEWS (2nd Pilot) R/97534 RCAF 

F/O Elwood Maurice William BOLTON (Obs) 117444 RAFVR 

Sgt. George Richardson HAUGH (Obs) 1289206 RAFVR 

Sgt. Robert Arthur GILES (WOpAG) 1152465 RAFVR 

Sgt. Thomas Cecil WESTWOOD (AG) 1190196 RAFVR 

All KIA. 

1943 

1 17/02/43 HD966 
Wellington 

Mk.IC 

1OADU, 38Sqn. Missing mine laying off Candia, Crete. 

Took off from Shallufa at 17:30 hours on 16 February 1943, briefed 

for a mine laying operation over Candia Harbour, Crete. The 

weather over the target was good.  

The plane was shot down by anti-aircraft fire and crashed into the 

sea near Candia (Heraklion). 

 

Crew: 

P/O Ewen McDonald (Pilot). Survived. 

F/O Richard Harding “Rick” Stent RAFVR 124662 KIA. 

F/O Robertson KIA 

Sgt. McConnachie. Survived. 

Sgt. Surtees KIA. 

 

Pilot Ewen McDonald after 11 hours in the sea, he was rescued by a 

German craft, and taken to hospital in Candia, where he later 

found out that Sgt McConnachie was also in hospital with him. 19
th
 

of March transferred in Luftwaffe Lazerette (Hospital) in Athens 

Later in After leaving hospital in Athens, he was taken to Dulag 

Luft, arriving on 28th February 1943, then to Offlag xx1B, and 

finally to Stalag Luft 3 on 9th April 1943, until the camp was 

evacuated on 20th January 1945. 

2 30-31/8/43 HF835 
Wellington 

Mk.IC 

…, 162Sqn. Mission: R.D.F. Enemy Investigation (Op.185) 

Base: R.A.F. LG-91 (El-Iman, Egypt) / LG-139 (Gambut, Libya) (1) 

 

Location: Mediterranean Sea - near Corfu. 

Reason For Loss: 

Moved from L.G-91 (1) at 14.00 hrs. landing at LG-139, R.A.F. 

Gambut at 16.30 hrs. ready for the planned operation over Corfu 

the following day.  

 

Took off from R.A.F. Gambut at 19.30 hrs. The operation was 



 

described as R.D.F. (2) enemy investigation. Nothing further was 

heard from the aircraft. Lost in sea. 

 

Crew: 

F/L John Mario Joseph Fryer 60765 RAFVR (Pilot) Age 29 KIA. 

F/O Victor Patterson Upton 126669 RAFVR (Pilot2) Age 28 KIA. 

F/O. John Lloyd Shattock 134520 RAFVR (Observer) Age ? KIA. 

Sgt. Ronald Douglas Botting 1334434 RAFVR (Air/Bmr) Age 20 KIA. 

W/O.1 Ivor James Burkitt R/81477 RCAF (W/Op/Air/Gnr) Age 21 KIA. 

Sgt. Cyril Mitchell Veale 1334963 RAFVR (W/Op/Air/Gnr) Age 21 KIA. 

Sgt. George Ross Field 1332763 RAFVR (Air/Gnr) Age 21 KIA. 

Sgt. James Williamson Stuart Anderson 1552291 RAFVR (W/Op/Air/Gnr) 

Age 22. KIA. 

3 28/10/43 HZ603 
Wellington 

Mk.XIII 

303FTU, 3OADU, 38Sqn. Missing from patrol over Aegean. 

Took off from Nicosia at 18:27C hours on 27 October 1943 to carry 

out an offensive operation in the Aegean sea and then return to 

Berka III. Nothing was heard from it after take off and it did not 

return to base. 

 

Crew: 

F/Sgt. C. D. Dubery, Captain (Pilot) RAF 

Lt. Clive Lancelot Garlick (Pilot 2) 209689V SAAF Age 22 

F/O D. R. Walton (Navigator) RAF 

F/Sgt. A. B. Slade (Wireless op/Air gunner) 407651 RAAF 

W/O D. A. McCord (Wireless op/Air gunner) 407560 RAAF 

W/O Vernon Stewart Barnes (Wireless op/Air gunner) 406324 RAAF 

All KIA. 

4 07/11/43 MP705 
Wellington   

Mk.XIII 

303FTU, 3OADU, 38Sqn. Missing Naxos.  

Took off from Berka at 20:00 on a mine laying mission. Two hours 

later they arrived over the island of Naxos where they attacked a 

German ship in the main harbor. 

Hit by flak on starboard wing and engine and later forced to ditch 

near Sifnos. 

 

Crew: 

F/O Robert (Bob) Watson Adams (captain pilot) J/12210 RCAF 

F/O Arthur John SPENCER (Pilot 2) 133746 RAFVR (+16-4-1945 

Runnymede Mem.) 

Sgt. Travers Kilfera FALKINER (Air bomber) AUS400701 RAAF 

F/Sgt. D. BROOME 1030902 RAF 



 

Sgt. J. B. FARRELL 1268415 

Sgt. W. TROWBRIDGE 1163901 

All crew safe. 

5 15/11/43 MP655/K 
Wellington  

Mk.XI 
303FTU, 3OADU, 38Sqn. Missing Heraklion. 

1944 

1 12/01/44 LN721 
Wellington  

Mk.X 
311FTU, 3OADU, 104Sqn. Missing Piraeus. 

2 03/02/44 JA108 
Wellington 

Mk.XIII 

303FTU, 3OADU, 38Sqn. Missing from shipping strike in Aegean. 

Operation on enemy shipping off the Island of Patmos in the Aegean 

Sea on the night of 2 February 1944. 

 

Crew: 

Lt. Cedric Noel Vice 205854V SAAF Age 20 KIA. 

F/O Austen Kolbe Barry (Navigator) 139220 RAFVR Age 27 KIA. 

Rest crew members and fate unknown. 

3 03/02/44 MP569 
Wellington  

Mk.XI 

303FTU, 5METS, 38Sqn. Missing from shipping strike in Aegean. 

Operation on enemy shipping off the Island of Patmos in the Aegean 

Sea on the night of 2 February 1944. 

 

Took off from Berka 3 at about 18:00 and sent a sighting report at 

22:30. Twenty minutes later signalled an SOS, the bearings 

indicating a heading towards Turkey. 

 

Crew: 

F/Sgt. Lawrence Rodney TAYLOR (Pilot) NZ413150 RNZAF - Age 22 KIA.  

F/O Ronald William MORRISON (Navigator) 133973 KIA 

F/Sgt. Henry Greenwell BELL 1078641 KIA 

Sgt. Henry Leggat DUFF 1365619 KIA 

F/Sgt. George William Henry FORD 1334140 KIA 

Sgt George Denis WRIGHT 1434995 KIA 

All commemorated on the Alamein Memorial. 

4 23/02/44 MP643 
Wellington  

Mk.XI 

303FTU, 36Sqn, 38Sqn. Missing from shipping sweep over Aegean. 

 

Crew: 

P/O R. G. Cassidy (Wireless op/Air gunner) 86946 RCAF MIA.  

W/O J. A. Castle (Wireless op/Air gunner) 121618 RCAF MIA.  

W/O J. D. Pettes RCAF MIA. 



 

Rest crew members and fate unknown. 

5 02/03/44 HZ866 
Wellington 

Mk.XIII 
3OADU, 303FTU, 38Sqn. Missing from mine laying, off Milos. 

6 03/03/44 MP742 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 
3OADU, 38Sqn. Missing from shipping strike off Milos. 

7 08/03/44 MP804 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 

301FTU, 3OADU, 38Sqn. Missing from mine laying off Rhodos. 

 

The following was described as a summary of the statements of WO2 

Mask and WO2 McDonald on their return to Allied territory: 

 

At 0145 a.m. on 7th March 1944, two aircraft met at rendezvous. 

Both aircraft sent out signals on W/T to notify each other that 

they were ready to begin the run-in. While making the run-in, flak 

open ed up and appeared to be rather close. This was seen by the 

navigator from the astrodome, who was “Fire Controller”. The pilot 

took evasive action as soon as flak started. He could not keep the 

aircraft on proper heading because of the evasive action against 

flak and searchlights. We were now half-way in on point of 

dropping. The navigator warned the pilot he would have to make 

another run-in. The navigator told the pilot he was unable to see 

the port engine owing to violent movement of the aircraft. A few 

seconds later the port wing tip seemed to hit the water. We went 

straight into the sea at a speed of between 145 and 160 knots. 

 

On hitting the water, the aircraft seemed to break up into pieces. 

Warrant Officer McDonald was the first to surface, followed by F/O 

Linscott and later by FS [sic] Mask. Flight Sergeant Mask was 

injured and required the aid of the navigator to remove his 

parachute harness. The navigator swam to his assistance, removed 

his parachute harness, and helped him to inflate his Mae West. In 

the meantime, WO McDonald, who was swimming quite close, happened 

to find a “K” type dinghy floating on the water. This was inflated 

immediately, and with the help of F/O Linscott, FS Mask was placed 

in the dinghy. While this was happening, FS Mask observed the 

other aircraft making its run-in. The flak seemed to be rather 

intense, but the other aircraft managed to make its drop and get 

away safely. 

 

F/O Linscott then said he would swim to Rhodes, as we were only 



 

about a mile and a half from the harbour area. We did not hear 

anything from him after that, but we figured he must have made the 

lamd all right, as he was a fairly strong swimmer and he had his 

Mae West on. From then onwards two searchlights were playing on 

our area (after the raid had subsided until dawn) but they did not 

appear to take any notice of us. After F/O Linscott left us, WO 

McDonald got into the dinghy which managed to hold us both. During 

all this time, we observed that the two pilots and the rear gunner 

had not come up to the surface. 

 

The report then was on giving details how WO McDonald and WO Mask 

reached the Turkish coast at 2300 hours on the 7th March 1944, and 

later arrived at Alexandria on the morning of the 18th March 1944. 

 

Crew: 

F/O Clifford Frank BULL (Pilot) J20632 RCAF DFC KIA. 

W/O2 F.L.P. Caine (Wireless op/Air gunner) R108465 RCAF KIA. 

F/O H.W. Linscott (Navigator) J13974 RCAF MIA. 

F/O L.J. Yeates (Pilot 2) J20139 RCAF KIA. 

W/O2 J.F. McDonald R124672 RCAF. Safe. 

W/O2 L.A. Mask R125553 RCAF. Safe. 

8 06/04/44 MP796 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 
303FTU, 3OADU, 38Sqn. Missing from reconnaissance off Spetsai. 

9 10/04/44 HZ598 
Wellington 

Mk.XIII 
303FTU, 3OADU, 38Sqn. Missing from mine laying, off Milos. 

10 15/05/44 JA200 
Wellington 

Mk.XIII 
303FTU, 3OADU, 38Sqn. Missing from reconnaissance over Aegean. 

11 02/06/44 JA296 
Wellington 

Mk.XIII 

303FTU, 3OADU, 38Sqn. Missing from mine laying, Khalkis. 

 

 

Took off at 20:30 detailed to carry out mining operations in 

Khalkis Harbour, Greece. Nothing was heard from the aircraft and 

it failed to return. 

 

At 22:55 a Wellington from 38 Sqn saw a flashing light in position 

34.55N 22.13E and the area was searched for 15 minutes without 

success. A further search was conducted on 3rd June but nothing 

was found 

 



 

F/Sgt. L. W. COOK (Pilot) 1314478 RAFVR POW 

F/Sgt. J HAMILTON (Pilot) 1338203 RAFVR POW 

W/O Charles FAUST (Nav.) AUS425406 RAAF KIA 

W/O John Andrew ASHDOWN (W.Op./Air Gnr.) NZ414851 RNZAF KIA 

W/O Francis Joseph KEEGAN (W.Op./Air Gnr.) AUS405963RAAF KIA 

Sgt. Patrick Michael MURPHY (W.Op./Air Gnr.) 1543669 RAFVR KIA 

 

In a later report, the PoW's stated "the aircraft crashed about a 

half-a-mile on the Aegean side of the Khalkis bridge. We were the 

only two to get out. We swam around the scene for 15 minutes but 

saw no sign of the others, and we believed they were either killed 

in the ditching or drowned. At 0200 we were picked up by a German 

E or F boat." The locals stated that the aircraft was shot down 

and crashed in the harbour.  

 

In 1953 the remains of the four missing crew were recovered from 

the wreck and they were buried in Phaleron War Cemetery, Athens, 

Greece. 

12 03/07/44 HZ633/J 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 

…, 38Sqn. Shot down by flak near Leros while on a mine-laying 

operation. 

Took off from Berka 3 at 20:35 with aircraft MF294/C.  

At 01:52 as C approached Partheni he saw what appeared to be an 

aircraft caught by flak and go down in flames, and when over the 

target saw six distinct fires to the south of the bay. It is 

presumed that this was aircraft J. C successfully dropped his 

mines, but experienced fairly intense and accurate light and 

medium flak from gun positions on the hills above the Bay. 

 

Crew: 

F/O Kenneth Andrew Moderwell Age 22 RCAF 

P/O Chester Dwane Knox Age 21 RCAF 

F/Sgt. James Henry Storey Age 34 RAFVR 

F/Sgt. John McCraig McMaster Age 31 (1344310) RAFVR 

Sgt. Sydney John Saunders Age 22 RAFVR 

Sgt. Robert Ferguson Torrance Age 23 RAFVR. 

All KIA and buried on Leros island. 

13 29/07/44 MF186 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 

303FTU, 78OADU, 38Sqn. Missing from mine laying off Lavrion. 

 

Crew: 

F/O Maurice Dier Zimmerman J22879 RCAF Age 24 KIA 



 

F/O J.A.C. Campeau (Navigator) J25211 RCAF KIA 

Rest crew members and fate unknown. 

14 15/09/44 LN768/V 
Wellington  

Mk.X 

301FTU, 3OADU, 70Sqn. Crashed in hills N of Naupaktos during raid 

on Eleusis. 

 

Raid on Eleusis airfield, Athens (by 29 aircraft - 1 lost) 

 

Took off from Tortorella Foggia N.2 (Italy) at 16:37 and crashed 

into a peak in the Vardhousia range near the village of Dhafnos, 

35km NE of Nafpaktos on the NW coast of the Gulf of Corinth. The 

five crew were buried near the scene by local villagers, but later 

reinterred in Athens, Phaleron War Cemetery. 

 

Crew: 

P/O Colin William ROBBIE (Capt./Pilot) NZ421765 RNZAF Age 21 KIA 

F/Lt Louis Stringfellow Finglass WATKINSON (Nav/B)110863 RAFVR KIA 

Sgt. Edward Thomas George WALLIS (Navigator) 1614362 RAFVR KIA 

Sgt. Albert HILL (W.Op./Air Gnr.) 1087854 RAFVR KIA 

Sgt. James Samuel BENNETTS (Air Gnr.) 1013391 RAFVR KIA 

15 22/09/44 LP241 
Wellington  

Mk.X 

303FTU, 3OADU, 104Sqn. Damaged by flak and abandoned near 

Salonika. 

 

Crew: 

Sgt. R. G. Garner (W.Op./Air Gnr.) KIA  

Sgt. S. Horder (Obs./Bom.) KIA 

Rest crew members and fate unknown. 

16 29/10/44 MF352 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 

303FTU, 3OADU, 221Sqn. Tire burst on takeoff; swung and u/c 

collapsed, Kalamaki. 

17 11/11/44 MF180 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 

303FTU, 3OADU, 38Sqn. Bounced on landing and u/c collapsed on 

ferry flight, Kalamaki. 

18 22/11/44 MF343 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 
303FTU, 3OADU, 221Sqn. Swung on take into ditch Tatoi. 

19 14/12/44 MF423 
Wellington  

Mk.X 

1FU, 1OADU, 142Sqn. Overshot landing at Araxos, abandoned and 

captured by Communist guerrillas. 

20 22/12/44 MF460 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 
303FTU, 3OADU, 221Sqn. Damaged on landing, Hassani, NFT 

1945 



 

1 29/03/45 HE648 
Wellington 

Mk.X 
310FTU, 3OADU, 104Sqn. Greece CF. U/c collapsed on landing Sedes. 

2 03/04/45 JA354 
Wellington 

Mk.XIII 

1OADU, 221Sqn. Missing on air test; presumed crashed in sea off 

Greek coast. 

 

Took off Kalamaki, Greece, between 1645 and 1745 on an air test. 

The aircraft was seen to climb to 1,000 ft with the undercarriage 

still down, and was last seen flying out to sea. No messages were 

received from the aircraft which failed to return. 

 

F/O Richard Henry GOLDING (Pilot) AUS422510 RAAF KIA 

P/O Keith TATE (W.Op./Air Gnr.) AUS60355 RAAF KIA 

LAC George William SMITH (Fitter IIA) 1235135 RAFVR KIA 

Rest crew members and fate unknown. 

 

Next day on the SAR mission a Spitfire (ER194) crashed in the sea 

as well. 

3 31/05/45 MF465 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 

303FTU, 3OADU, 221Sqn. Overshot runway while taxying and run into 

ditch, Hassani, 03/04/45; not repaired and SoC. 

1946 

1 10/04/46 MF188 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 

13 ΜΕΒ (Μοίρα Ελαφρού Βομβαρδισμού) RHAF.  

Κατά την εκτέλεση διατεταγμένης αποστολής, λόγω βλάβης του 

κινητήρα, το αεροσκάφος κατέπεσε στη θάλασσα κοντά στη Φαληρική 

Ακτή.  

 

Crew:  

Επισμηναγός, Ιωάννης Αδάμ του Κωνσταντίνου. Χειριστής. Ετών 29 

ΚΙΑ. 

Επισμηνίας, Νικόλαος Αμάξης του Αντωνίου. Πολυβολητής. Ετών 19 

ΚΙΑ. 

Σμηναγός, Ιωάννης Ανδρικόπουλος του Νικολάου. Μηχανοσυνθέτης.  

Ετών 37 ΚΙΑ. 

Υποσμηναγός, Πέτρος Καννάς του Δημοσθένους. Χειριστής. Ετών 28 

ΚΙΑ. 

Επισμηνίας, Γεώργιος Πλυτάς του Νικολάου. Πολυβολητής. Ετών 30 

ΚΙΑ. 

Ανθυποσμηναγός, Ιωάννης Στεφάνου του Γεωργίου. 

Ασυρματιστής/Πολυβολητής. Ετών 27 ΚΙΑ. 



 

Επισμηναγός, Μιχαήλ Τσιλιβάκος του Ιωάννου. Ετών 28 ΚΙΑ. 

8 Occupants / 8 Fatalities 

2 27/06/46 HZ718 
Wellington 

Mk.XIII 

301FTU, 3OADU, 37Sqn, CF Greece. Tail wheel broke off while 

taxing, Hassani, 09/05/46; not repaired and SoC   

3 07/08/46 MF466 
Wellington  

Mk.XIII 

13 ΜΕΒ (Μοίρα Ελαφρού Βομβαρδισμού) RHAF.  

On training flight. 

Crash landed within 10km from Eleusis airport, Greece DBR.  

  

Crew:  

Αρχισμηνίας, Δημήτριος Ανδρεαδάκης του Νικολάου. 

Ασυρματιστής/Πολυβολητής. Ετών 27 ΚΙΑ. 

Υποσμηναγός, Ανδρέας Γιαννόπουλος του Εμμανουήλ.  

Ναυτίλος. Ετών 32 ΚΙΑ. 

Επισμηναγός, Γεώργιος Λούκος του Αναστασίου. Χειριστής. Ετών 28 

ΚΙΑ 

Σμηναγός, Ιωάννης Σαφάρης του Ιωάννου. Ετών 30 ΚΙΑ. 

Αρχισμηνίας, Μιχαήλ Σταμούλης του Μιχαήλ. Μηχανοσυνθέτης. Ετών 28 

ΚΙΑ.  

Ένας ακόμη μέλος του πληρώματος επιβίωσε της συντριβής. 
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